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Let me simply greel vou as a fellow human being and a student of world history whao, like vou. Iollows
the news from the US and around the world and whe wonders where to find the sonrees ol sirengrh
fur tackling such a difficult subject. | think aspeciaily of the reachers offering warld histery in our
troubled schools. Thanks to rtheir snthusiasm, perceplivencss. and insights they have becume valuzd
members of the World History Association. [ alsn grateluily sppreciate he contributiar of academics
in lhe mewly founded New England brunch of the WILA. All of us share the responsibility for
carsiructively teaching world history to troubled young people who, like us. fuce sn uncerrain world.
What advice can T offer from my owa limited expericucs?

First T would say: Tet vs teach world history as a parsanal challenge e be shared with our students,
Teuchers and students alike are vulnerable creatures trying to come to grips with the world in which
we live. Sharing our concerus and uncasiness---and even onr sourcss of serength---with  vur  studenes
maght creare valuable human fellowship and apen their minds. Next,

I would kegin each class with a
teference to the Jalest news; creating u hetter undesstanding of the world in which we live i the

target of world history, What is the use of the past if is does nat help us cope more constiuclively with
the present and foreseeable fumre? Then, in view of the l:mited time available, 1 wonld cacefully
seleet from the available historical data whut 15 needed for living more effectively in the preseul. We
cannot get lest in the cavernvus infinitudes of the warld's pust. Relating the past to the present calls
for  simplification and abstraction, for making mezaningful choices. In our textbooks | see na
uiversally applicuble preseriplivn: all teachers should feol free lo maks their own creative selection
of whal is essential

What then is essential? Here T would insist op complets caverage of Lhe

human experience. We have
o introduc?

our students ta the full range of past human ingenuity, ul least hy exawples. In this
context 1 would emphasize the human skills [or self-relisnce come what may, pointing (o the
importance of celigion (wharever its theologies) as a technigue of censtructively discipliming  human
behuvior at the subcenscions core of maotivation, This essence of teligion, slas, ‘s overluoked in all
world history texts I know: yet it still is a ey factor in the cvolntion of civilized life (would you darc

to gel intn this contruversial subject?).
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Warld History panel at the annual meeting of the New England Historical
Association. University of Hartford, 11:15 a.m. Saturday, October 22, 1994

Topic: "Southernization 28 a
Framework in Early World History.
A aeasion reviewing Lynda
Shaffer's recent mujur article
"Southernization" in the Jourpal of
YWorld Hiatary, vol. B, no. 1 (Spring
1994; pp. 1-21.
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Participants

Chatr: Geruld Herman, Northeastern University
Spenker: John Q. Voll, U. New Hampshire
Speuker:  David Northrup, Boston Colluge
Cornment: Lynda Shaffer, Tufly University

Devid Northrup, Beston Golfege
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2 What & the bistoricel process undenying ‘Southernizadion?
3 Wiat ane wie causal expilanations for that process?
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NOIE TO THE MEMBERSHIP
Becausa the NERWHA newsletier is still
finding its way, your imput is erucial for
developing and maintaining features of
interest, If there is a subject you would
like {0 see addressed, please foel free to
submit any articles, or ideas for articles
yon may have.. Hopofully, the newsletler
can become a forum for discussing
informally issues relevant to world
history on all levels, In the current issue,
Fred Bisson, the driving force behind the
foundation of NERWHA, writes on
teaching in the former Soviet Union, In
development, David Burzillo of the
Rivers School ia conducting an informat
survey among fellow secondary schoal
teachers on world history in the
classroom. For subsequent newslattars,
we will look at some of the text, books
available to instructors, looking
specifically for signs of balance between
western and world histary treatments,
Floass join us. Your submissions of
articles, oheervations, or letters, ara
encouraged.
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