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orld History Symposium Announcement

September 20, 1957, Keene State Coliege, Parker Hall - Suzaon [ Pedagogy in World  History:
“the Contamporarialties Method of Teac~ing Werld
Histery Wilired Biszon, Kesns Stats Colege

Provica

SreEron | The West and the Word in Global History
‘A Medgiesalisl Reconsders the Easl and the
Wotld sinze 1400.° Alled ). Ardrea, Universily
at Vermont
‘A Modernist Recorsiders tne Easl and the
World Since 1400, A. Gunder Frank, University
of Taranta

Sessicn IV:  "Teaching with Technology",
domonstration of CD ROM on Migretion

Ruegisiralion for the Conference (lurch included):
515.00 {late foe afer 97 3/97: $18.00)

The Symposium cifers eight Profeasional Cevelopment

Poi : ;
4=3910M 112 The Problem of Warld Systems 'oints or equivalent for middle ana high acheal teachers

“Worid Systems: A Sourze of Disunity and

CONTACT:
Wars" Thecdore Won Laue. Emeritus, Clark

‘Wilrad Blason

Univarsity Xgone Stats College
il <gene. NH 03235-1301

LUNCH: Keynots Spesch, “Wastern Civilizaton, i

Multiccluralism and the New World History: phone: 603 358-2861

‘ax: 503-358-2773
g-mail: feisson@ kasne.ecu

Ross Dunn. San Disgo State Un versity
A Review of Implementing the
World History Curriculum in : :
Pyblic Se .‘l"‘ , World History on
ublic Senior High Schools the Internet

A Study of the National Center for
History in the Schools

NER-WHA web page:
nttpudlibrary.cesu.cistaley.eduf-hisloryiner-
whalingex.himl

by David Jursil o, The Rivars School World Histary Association web page:

In @ recent issue of the Wo-ld Higtory Bulletin. Jonn Lanstti hiip:fhbrary.cosu.cistateu.scu/~history/WH
as<ed the question, "Has the World History Course Arrivac?® He ana- Adindex hirnl
lveed the growing acceptance of the idea that the-e is such a thing 25 World History Center web page:

world hislory, s wall as the growing reccgnition that such a couse
has o lenidmaie place in the col ege curriculum, concluding trat,
while it has “rol yet™ arrived, it zppeared to be "well on ts way.'' In See algo:
Wl sarne spiril, il is aporopriate for educators 1o pese this guestion http:wwwwhe. cel.eeuner-wha
wilth regard tu the status of world history in America’s secondary
scrools. Anyone interested in this question would co wall 1o conault
Ihis sludy, and lhe lwe accompanying studies on American history in

canhnuad on pagw 2
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rublic senior and junior hich acheals. Tha etudy was releaeed In
the soring o° 1984 abou: five months befors tha releass of the
Mational History Standards. As & result cf the contentious
cabae that fcllowed the relssse of the stardarde =nd ts comi-
rance of subsecuen: discuszions about history edocation,
these studies have received scant at:art on. Givan tha guality ot
the nformaticn they contzin and the value of that information
or people nlerssted noimpresving history sducatior n the
Uniled Slaes, 17is is quile unfortunate.

The study of werld higiery ir oublic sen or hich achools
vndertaken oy the Center waz bacun in t-e 1984-1940 school
vea- put had been prooosec earlier and was clearly & raspense
10 the debata about history education--and educaticn in ganer-
al at thz time. Tha public mooe in the 1980's was cne of great
frestrabon with American public education. In A Naron Ar Ak
il way reported that “the ave-age graduate of our school: ard
culieges wday is nol us well-educated 25 the average graduate
¢l 26 or 35 years ago, whe a much smallar oreportion of aur
popu'ation cornpleted h gh school anc cellega.” Thera was con-
cern thal the Arrerican oducational system wag producing stu-
denls wan cusld not cormpete witn their paers fremn around the
globie.

Althouzh concemr was axpressec about every araa of
Americar public education, tha state ¢f history aducation was
toe subject of & ~umber o troughtful writers. Many ielt that
American st.dents had a very poor grasp of history, botr thair
owr and that of the world. T-e resuits of a national assessmant
of student acrimvemeant proviced confi-matinon far many of the
publie's tears. In What Do Que 37-Yeue-0ids Kevow? Diane
itaviteh and Chestar Finn eraracterized Iha parfarmaree o
cants an the histary seclion ol The National Fducational
ASSERSMENT As ‘exliemey weak”

alu-

A guoeral frusiralion exvressed by those concerned
wolb mproving hislory educatior n the United States wzs the
lack ol concrele dala aboal the actual slale of hislory aduca-
ton, which was seen as an chslace o Ihe formabon of sound
judgermenls and ecoenmmenealions, In Hisforica! Literacy,
Kennelh and Barlw vavesur al he Bradley Commission
reparted: “The tirsl ive: of I Bradley Cornmrission was to
evaluzle the present slale of Lhe hiswsy cusriculum in the
United Stales. Remarkably, neilher e federal gosersinsnt nor
any othes nalana Lody coald provies such informalion” e an
SN mon: o i by b
in the “alty of the situation, the Bradiey Cone
surveys to 2 random sample of leacl 1l grace levels
scrass tre nalton. The resporsas nodhe BOC surveys
returred 'we‘s used 1o help trame commiss an qiscussions and
often sersed to focus the commissioners or s i oeed of
specific recommendat ons.

r

as wide rarging as ke sureey of  Fe Brodliey
Commizslenars was, It vas neither scieelilg iv naluse nor were
Ite results disseminated. The survey was gesigned Lo guide the
werk af the zommissiorars, nol address the lack of nalisnwide
Infarmation an tre state of nislory cducalion in Amerniga, In con
tezet, the surveys af the Nalionad Cenler for Hislory in the

Schools an Américar history, warld bislory, ard Weslen
Chalizatien In American public schaols were specilically
desigred to address that reed.

These sludies provide he mos| comprenensive
and reliadle pieture al b history curriculum in Amernicas
nigh scheals now availasie. Despile the lacl hal the dala
were gatherea aiy years ago. and only quéestionnaires
were .2&d 10 caollect the data, this 12 a report tull of impar-
tart Infermstion for those Interested (n the teaching o
kigh achool world h 2tary.

Ihe samplée tar the warld hislory Survey. as well
as far tre American history surveys. was generaled by
u3ing educatien directaries tram all fitty states and Ihe
District of Columb &, and compliing & compehensive list
of al the high school and junior high schools. Fram 1he
liet of high schoo 3. svery fifteenth scrool WES chosan: lor
juniar high echoals, every seventeenth was chosen. The
principals from every second school an this list ther
received a questicnnalre. It tre prinicipsl agreed ta allow
teachsrs at highher szhool to oarticipate, he/she was
aaked tc lial the names of all teacrers ot the subjects
under study. Of the 517 principals who recelved ques-
ticnneires, 3890 {75.4% of £17) returnea tham and of that
nimbsr 274 {v0.2% of 340) responded 1hat they had at
lsast ore tescher of a general enrallment courae In werla
h stary. Principale at the individual schools wers ssked 1o
icenti‘y all teachars of the world history aurvey course
and. meke the foilewing distinctions: teachers ot
AP/Herors sections; general enro/imant sectons: non-
college bound’nen-remedial ssctons: low achisving’
reredial sections; ezl ep/nep sections; and “cther”® cate-
gory scclions. Surveys ware then mailed to one teacher
u’ cach class type at each schoel. Questionnaires wars
u timately completad by taachers at 150 schools [65.6%
v’ 274),

“Has the World History Course Arrived?” Yes.
Survey resperess indicate that a substantisl ~umber of
the nation’s high schools offar world history. Of the 39C
principals who ressonded to the Canter's initizl question-
naire. 274 or 70.2% identfied st least on= teacher whe
was teaching a genaral enrollmert world history courss.
Despite 1ha lack of earlizr studies with which to compare
this figure, world history advocates should be pleasec
that over 2/3's of the schools in this sample reporac
o'ferirg a werld history course.

Given the lavel of responae to the aurvsy and the
data collected. the sppropirate questior should not be
has the world history course *arrivac” in American puslic
hah scrools, but what is the coures thet hes srrived.
“Whalt is being saught in the world history courss in pub-
li high schools?” Given the responsas 1o the survey or
this issue, conclusions ars much more probiamatic.

For the purpoae of investgeting what 1s Leing

teugnt 'n wor'd history clazsea. teachers were ssked to
indicate the number of class 353 ons aliacated to a par-



licular fovic n a given yoar. The world
history survey contaned o list of fifty-six
tapies. This lis) was generated by David
O'8hea, the di-cclors of the NCHE, anc
a commitler of 1o Cenler scholars,

In Ihe final repors, tha list of top-
s was presenled as well as the per-
centages of lrackars who lzugrt @ opic
tor 2 particular lenglh of lime. A look at
tae tapes and Iae responses in orank
ordet reveals thal “those rece ving most
class tme in general enrollmer! werle
history cawrses are related 1o Greek ang
Horren civilizatlons and ta development s
in Eurcpe since that parod. Receiving
least ima, In terms of class sessions
ellozated. are toplcs deal ng with Asian
=nd African civilizations.” The Aumoer
one topic In termra of the number of ¢lass
2eszion2 In the typical worla history
course wag Anrclent Homs. Ot the tirst 2A
1opice recaiving the most class ime, only
four do not relats to Greece, Home, or
Europear hstary. The first topic that s
focused sclely on a ~on-Western topic
waz the “Indus Rwver Civilization.” tre
thirty-sacond itsm on the list. Othet
1ypaz of analysis dors on the resporses,
suen as faclor analysis, showed 1hat the
topics tended 1o clusier in six factor
croups; the laclor groups “Europs,”
“Greece/Rome," andg the “"Modern World®
Fad nigher nurbers of class sessons
allecated 1o then 1han the othe- factor
arnups.

As a rasult of each tyoe of
analysis of the topics found 'n high
school world nistory courses. O'Shas
concluded: *Data on currizulum zontent
raveal 4 corlradiction in that tha course

labslad word Fistory actuglly emoshia-
sizas topics dealing in Europear civiliza-
tions. From this one car deduce thal
commenly 1he ccurze is preserted with a
view to helging studerta uncerstznd con-
temaorary Amserican 3cciety by inayz-
ing itz histoticel origina. Whie thig Is a
dosirable okjectiva, its sdoption reaulta
in & world history courza that iz unlike'y
le mect the expeciations cf those who
belieye that such ccurses skoulc present
slucents wiin a balarcad overvisw cf the
historicul bac<grourd of sach of 17e
maor civilizalions tha: have shapsd the
macarn world”

The -emaining sections cf the
sludy move avay from issues of course
conlent and focus more o~ cedagog zal
issues

Most importan: gersps are the
findings aboul who is tsachi~g worle ble-
lory an¢ the educational preparstion of
those leachars, Based on the responses
lu survey guestions about escadanic
background, O’ Shea found that & erge
porporlion v’ the peop's teaching gene -
al enroliment courses in world histery.
(40.4%) lacked ‘o substantial acacamic
background In nislory”  Thuse figuras
were almast idaentical lo lhose reporied
In ke study an Americian hisiuty,

Vhen il curmnes to matsrials anc
methags, respende-ts indicated using a
variety of tex1books in their word history
caurses, ol clese lo ninety percent of all
teachers used one of cight toxts, with
Woeld Hisfory: Palivens of Ciwilization,
History aad Lile, and Poople ana Nations
be ng the clear vorile:,
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Resoondents also indicated that
ther was likle waricty in hew world his-
tary is heing launhl The surveys indicate
the prefererse lor lectura and discussion
as e mosl peoular teaching mathods.
Eighly pescenl or mo~e of the rsspon-
asnts ieported using lecture a-d discus-
sion once & waek ar note. Claose to say-
enty oercerl ‘rporled thet fecoback
mest 2omiranly  canme lrom witien
arawers to questicrs. The use of sirmula-
tions and games. ccopesalve learmnng.
d=bates, crealing maceals, and dramati-
zetior was lmited. witr over sixly per
cen: of the respancents indicating they
‘nevas of seldom” usea these inslmclinn-
al activities. In this ragara, the | ndirgs ir
the world Fistory study were similar lo
those cf the Arrencan history study.

I'he final tesic considered in the
sudy was leacr ers’ views on vl need-
ad to change ta mprove he gual v of
instruction. Survey respandenls over
wha mingly ldentitiea “Fome

and *studert effort” as the lwo co
most in need ol ¢range. Onee agan,
trese findings we'e simiar 1o Ibose of
12 American hiziesy atudy.

14 or i:y
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=-mail: 2. burzilla & rivers. ory

WORLD His1ORY CENTER
World History Seminar 1997-1998 Schedule
I'he Word History Seminar an open forum or research and curriculum developmer! in world hislury, meets biwesskly
dunng the scedemic vear al Norlheastern University in Beston on Frday atternoons, 2-3:300m, 420 Classroen building

Speasers “or 1997-1845 Include:
sSeplember 26, 1997

Andra Guader Frank, Universily of Turonlu

Octeber 1B, 1047

Robert Hall. Narl~castern University

Navambar 7, 1897

Peler Gran, Ternple University

Oacamber 5, 1997

Nuarn Chomsky, MIT

Janmary 23, 1998

Sergai Khrushchay

April 10, 1998

Helal Roups, President, World

History Assoclation



*

Note to Members:

If pou <now &' anveae w0 would Be atenseted ir
joir 1g NEA-WHA (memzerzhip rems 18 +aa), pleass
lat U3 know snd we car send tham a newslettar.
&30 il pou have ary questlors, comments, of Ideas
for fulure ertcles 27 the newsleftar,
plagse faal ras to gat In fovek
You can reach us a1 (617) 373-4064.

With 1he desslopmant o NES-WHA, &5 hava nae darn
10 aulle & | 3t o1 5-mell AdREE365 af NLr ARMIArS 50
hat we can eorTrrunkzata witk azsk atiar mare
stciznty It wall 2iso allow 1s ta hald
2n-lins corterancas &° NEH-WHA (san pana 7]

It you have an &-mall address already, please send
It 10 Bsimal Long at: balong Riynx.nou.adu.

*
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