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World |list
by Chriztine Skwior, Rutgers Dniversity

Rutgers University gradunte sonclents whu luke
their minor ticld in Global o1 Comparztive 1stary
discover Lhal this concenrratine has & welcome, o
surprisiog, fecus: padspngy is the thing. As is the vase
at many wnivesEnes, 3 higk premium is placed on
research. Cunscquently in the effort to help pradusie
students contplete thetr exams an:d theses in 2 Limely
fachiom, waching them how 10 teach often seems W
escare u high-proonity rating, Teaching nssisrantships
represent the priniary arcna for pedagepical imining. As
a resull, PhLD. candidates who cun debale
bistoriopraphy endlessly and speak Foucsull with
fluenay nften find themselves averwhelmed when rhey
face their first day in framt ol a zocm full of
undetgradaares who address them as “Frolessor.”

The Minar Field ir Glolal and Compasslive
Histary at Rutgers s designed 1 prepare graduate
students 12 eaca vaderamduate workil histiery surveys,
Lnlike the Ph.D. amgrams at Northesstemn v Torts,
Rutgets docs not offer o miror-figld concentzalion la
wosld atory. Rather, candidztes ke their wyjor hicld
in & usditional topic nve2, such as Alrics, Eviope, Lartia
Amceica, or the Unired Srates. Thase who clecl w0 1a£¢
theic minor fisld in warld history Lake o coerses in
comperatve and globsl histery and write 1 mor ficld
examination. ‘leachiag remnins rhe focus af Lot
requizenenls, The Collequinm in World istory wa e
Aunlaafic System offered by Adlen Howwd is 4 case in
point, Ench weekx the cless adCiessss 8 major
liztoriegraphical proklem, such s e cavireamentnl
lepsey n° the Colambizn cachange: cesistance 10
slavery; the rrmsilion Troms mereantde 1 incusria
capital. In discussion. pacticipaats cebate varians ways
© tench each opic; prinany and sccondary Tearings;
aclivilics and giscussion lopics Tar pur poreata
clusses, We Jiscuss articles aboul tesching world
ligtery and review anil critigue toxibeoks. Faglly cach
vandidaly peopaics o world histary survey al s v Ixa
pwi. Esch studea: designs o syl deveiups e
mitjor thenes ol e course; selects readings, Tlms. and
acrivities; and wriles o lecture. The lasl day of class is
devared 1o revewing vach ulher's progpostye conmes.

Studving for the minor vxamn ceatinues the
provess Legua u soursewo k. My awn reading Lisls, for
cxgaple, bulr o the histeriogiaphy solevanl o fhe
conrse 1 designed on "Alrice, Ue Amencas, and Furope:
The making af the Alanlic Svsiem ™ By the fime T ook
the minar fiell cxan. 1 had an enne file drawer filled
wirh natss 2nd arlicles that [swill vse whan [ prepare W
reach the world Wiskny suvey at the University of
WMassschuseisy/Lowell this summer.

It courses and while studyiry o
exnms, candishiles wore vncousged 10 expiots fnpics
net randily seppesied by wxibocks o aistoriopraphy.
My own resenrc an Uhe history ol toursa in Coba and
Hawali Jed me e develnp a secticn un Wutizan for o
weorld histery survey. faon'l page 1)

by John Mumnane, Clark Univemsily

I would lixe 1o respond Lo Prolessor ‘Iheodore
Vo Laue's tecent "M From the Presidenl,” in the
Fall New Engiand Regioral World Hisiory Association
newsleter hy n“fering o lramework thet mests his
challenge; one rhar provides & culwronl basis for
wacking and nnderstanding word histocy, ¢ac that 3
also hgh.y relevant ta taday’s carceens.

First, his prescoprion far teaching wuild
history wtakes & great denl of sense. 1 agres wilh his
assertion thal leaches should interuct with students and
share kelr "concerns and wneusiness™ io light of Ibe
chans we witness daily oo e cvening news and all
amunt us. Sidents necd 10 know thal their teachens ure
groping, just 3 they s, to comprehend, cope with,
nne devise solutions far (3t |cest at some level) the
rhallenges o aur time. In &n ¢ffort to ‘vse the past® Lo
such entds, Von Laoe's reconinendat.on that edecntors
‘zelect from the zvailze histasical data what is needed
for living more effectively in Lhe present® is equnlly
sannd. In arler > do this, il follows that "relating the
post to the present calls for simplification and
nhsrraztioe. What 1 otfer bere is just <uch an
ahstracricn. While mol “universalls applicadle,” it at
lenst makes serse of what OINCIWLSS pppears ac sheer
pendemoninm. Murcover. | believe my mode] arders
cvenrs withanr =eplecting e csscatisis Von Lave
ontlined; a complete cuverage of humsan experience;
emnhasis upen the huma skitls far self-reliance: the
impartance ol eligion; the effeces of genpraphy; and
plher mporant clemeats

The counnon thread 1 s=e moning through all of
wurld Listesy s Ihe human quest far survival. AL e
muost bazic Jevel, the gozl af 20l Jdiving things i
survival; thia s algo tos of grovps ranging fom e
family 1o the tribe. Do the natico-state to sven the
globnl eommurity as o whole, Ja plovidieg for the
survival af any organiecd zrou) there ure three
interrelnred companents: proluclion against pradatore
OF APELESSOTS; ey L malurial needs and resources;
aid 3 high degres of sncisl cchusiar, 1N laability to
i ntain @ny one of rhese camponents copeidizes the
piher twe gnd ultunately negares the gaal ol the group:
survival,

1 imugine eurly hamans taking the potentinlly
danpernus step, away lur elianee on rhe irdividual
andior e anily and owards pustieg 1he grocp, @ the
e, R1ouE event in haman history: it tuly was 3
leap i b dark, Howewver it made sense in leims of
survival. Iln a3 Zlmost eost plus fastion the pluscs
vutweigh e minuges in rems of the individuzl yuest lo
susvival, The Larger the granp, the easivr it is 10 have 3
tuncticaiog divisian of labas and proteclion agaiast
puside wegression, This dvpamic of increased relivnas
epan the group---lts cehancemant of human survival
represents, @t ils core, 8 fundzmental chaice belweon
"earflict” and apergtion.” Or course, rhese rwn
choices are appasite pales with 3 great range of opticns
beoween them; human ineraclion Whes place sleag 3
spectaum of oonflict and cooperation,
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L] Surviv, [eon'l)

Cenguest, exploitation, aod war helong al the extiee
wonllicl ced of this spectram; mutanlly kenelicul trade.
rogivnal alliance systems, and glabal iastitutions like
the United Natons, are some of the things thul make up
the cauperation. ¢nd,

Obviously, not everytliog firs intn this mixe’:
but, enough ol the important things in werld history da.
In sdditica o e pacaomens menrianed zbave. viher
hunsm gctivilics and endeavars alsa fit inte this survival
model, Religlon, inw, and other human institutions can
be scen ns essenhinl far insuting o high degnee ol suciel
wiacsion; Brniog, mining, and ke ontire gumut <l
cooronile pad resonrce develnpment aclivitics coatiibule
cather directly to the gronp's survival: scicnce @nd
wechnulogs are 8 aeans for impraving rhe groops akility
ty both proteet iigelf. and gain noc vse materizls and
Tesnurces.

A complicatiog faczor in all of rhis is, af
course, the issuc of poarceptien, Different grups have
conducted their cuest o susvival in n myriad of ways. In
essence, cultual diveosily i= A mntter of the muliple
respanses 10 Ihe chalienge of servival crusted upon
people in all pas of the world ar every stage ol buman
history. Custonts veually ensh-ine ar ‘nstiztionalize the
vazious merhads of insuring proup cokesicn - lbioough
nuels, mayth, legal coxles, social arungermeats, aod s
un.

Particu.nr methais of procuring muwrisl povds
are ususlly adepeanoas o specifiz peapranhic, climalic,
and demugrzphic torees, Methads of aratecting e
group v usually Ju resaonse to lhe acoal or perecived
mreatiors of neighbaring groups, witl 1a¢ <ckolee
perween conflics snd cosperition cocurring un @ shding
scate, Perception can determine whetr the "othes* is zn
caemy or ally, tnuling partner vr corpetites, The details
volved in tarms of such chai and in wimg ol the
perceprions of various pEopie Al varivus Lews it LuaiEn
nistory mnke up the context and the detsils of world
hislony.

Ihe survival mode) offered here is, of courw, @
ranph framewerk. Howover, ifs sceength lies inits high
degree of explanstory powes, i ia the fact thar il
seresses Lhe cumrmenslity of Lumpn experience
throughaut L and spsu, while alsn aultivitirg a
respeut for difforonogs: iy alons shonid recommend ir as
amadel For teacling we:ld higtory, 11 alss fazuses on the
exsential challenge, enc thot we frce rotay with @
venpeance: survival, Todax's Leadliaes are filled with
news t..nr.u.lnlng We castiuction af our natural
envirnmment,  glotsl w@stebulity nad  the mapidl
prafiferation o nueloar weapuoes, wegipepulelion, civil
wars, and 0 <apging plohal winy. Lhese 8a¢ ¢laer
aorrent prnhhm" dramztically  jeopsidize human
aorvival, in seme respesis, onoan LlIJILL\'JbI ¢d sene,
Meet would agree that a kigh level of gobal o
iz neaded n ordes ta prevent d saslors as sucl, Ihe
tondamenral chpice helween cenlicl snd voopaia.on
remains o key 1o haman suivival, An aedersanding of
the range of responses made o gumilar challenges 5 the
past--by 0 multitude ol scietics and poeples-<cac 2nly
kelp vs esczpe the presem! guandacy. Such an
rnderstanding cun anly help us in e engomg quest o
survival

“Getting @ Ph, D, (con't.)
Throughour omch of the Carikhean and the Pacific,
lourizm has sneceeded planttion agricullure, Such 35
sugal, 43 e major sonrse nf foreign earnings, As the
wotld's Jargest industry group, which by 1990 scrved
400 mililos :orematioral  wowrisls wnoaally  sad
employed onG in feurtoen workers worldwide, tourisimn is
1 phenomens witl, wheoh monny smidents have Familizrity.
Muozcover. the study of rourism enables an instiuclon 0
oenicet themes develnped thraughaul o course on ke
Jate twearizth century. These themes include: glebal
fransformarinne af copitalism; challenges sud cesistanee
10 capitalism and imaerialism: class, mo, and geedes in
1z jaramarional division ol labor; slruggles over ase
and control @f land ami resosrces: civiionaieneal changes
and crisis. & wariety of rich soarce inalenisl nakes such
wcenneetions explicis, The "settler own®™ deseebed by
Frane Fanow .n The Wretched of the Earth uses waisin 10
anglyee exlonial socinl peychalegy. In A Small Flace,
Jwinagica Kinesld critques the mencalunal tourist
ooy 0f Anligna in terms of the legsey of slavory.
Haunsnl Kay-Trazk treats tourism as the lelost stage i
1 imperial osacvest of Hawaii which brgan with the
anival of Caplain James Cook in Frog
Loy ghier; Ccloninlism and Soversignly in Hawad.
While ney amuent of prepatation can suhstimte
for reaching, my studies with membders of the Minar
Field in Girbal aml Comparative Histery Commitee
anve helped me take the st slops .oward beooming nn
articolate, cngaging. aml well prepaicd instrustor,
Indeed, wany rex teachers [ know--lrans Ph. D,
candidares o axsocigle professuis--lavd commented mac
thay wished that they had had sioniias raining in rhe
cnurse af their gradugie Ligizing.




The Spring Meeting of the
New Ingland Historical
Association will be held on
Saturday, April 29, 1995 at
Mount Holyoke College in
South Hadley, MA. (413-538-
2220).

Fanwtiveg Miart Hidyoke Cnflege
Dute: Salonday. Aprl 29, 1995

INrections., o wamls lumg

fenst or wesl) ‘Take Lxlc 3 [Holyoks:Ciicopee) and
bear to right. AL the =rd of ihe ramp, tern lefl o1
Koule 33 for Aiwe niles 1o Koule 160 °1m nghe cneo
110 ond Srve appraximately 1.5 ruiles norlh o che
callege.

Fram “he Sautl: Toavel nech o e W, o
Woame 202

(Exit 146, Hodyehe'Seath Hadley). Head conh o 202
traugd  Halsoke; acrass the Connecteel River, and
wauwnd he wtary W e exit marked Soulh Hodley
Conter-Ast, Meute 116 worth. The Colese 5
approasimatcly 25 anlea fram Le exit.

Erun e Noz, Irevel scuth an Lnlerstare Y1, tage
Eait T and “allow the directicns above.
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