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James A. Diskant, Ph.D.

55 Reservoir Road, Unit 1
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

617-734-0126

james.diskant@verizon.net

Job Objectives
To teach social studies courses, particularly European, U.S., and world history, at the secondary school level, as well to write curriculum and to teach history and history methods’ courses at the undergraduate and graduate levels

Qualifications
Experienced history teacher at the secondary level, undergraduate and graduate levels; experienced educator of students’ diverse learning styles; and experienced history curriculum developer and workshop leader at the graduate and post-graduate levels
Education
· M.Ed., Vision Studies, Graduate School of Education, Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA, 1995
· Certification in Secondary History (Courses Equivalent to M.Ed.), Graduate School of Education, Boston College, 1991
· Ph.D., History, Boston College, 1988
· M.A., History, Boston College, 1981

Fields: European, Russian/Soviet, Social History, and U.S. History
· B.A., Connecticut College, New London, CT, 1978

Double Major: European History and German

Junior year abroad: University of Freiburg, West Germany

Certification
History, Grades 9-12, and English as a Second Language, Commonwealth of Massachusetts


Professional Experience: Teaching and Consulting
John D. O’Bryant School of Mathematics and Science, Boston, MA, 2001-Present

Currently teaching 10th grade United States and World History required history course and AP United States Government and Politics, and advising the school’s Debate and History Club; co-designed a 3 year sequence of an integrated U.S. and world history course; during 2009-10 supervised a student intern and mentored an incoming teacher; facilitated NEASC committee on instruction; also taught11th/12th grade electives on Latin American History and Contemporary Global Issues, 9th grade U.S. and World History, 7th grade Ancient History, and 11th grade U.S. history
Graduate School of Education, Boston College, Spring 2009


Taught a theory course to graduate students

Professional Development Program, Graduate School of Education, Northeastern University, 


Boston, 2003-2005


Taught world history courses to secondary history teachers

World History Center, Northeastern University, 1999-2003
Taught history courses to teachers; facilitated workshops with K-12 teachers on teaching world history and coordinated annual world history symposia with 20 Teacher Outreach Centers for Grades 4-12 teachers

Primary Source, Watertown, MA, 1994-99

Worked on a resource project/sourcebook collection to place African-American ideas within U.S. history curriculum; facilitated workshops on the value of history standards in curriculum development, on using primary sources in the classroom, and on world history topics; and selected material on Mexican-Americans for teachers’ institutes on integrating multiple perspectives of the American West into their teaching of U.S. history; assisted in the teaching of the institutes

Northshore Education Consortium, Danvers, MA, 1995-00

Worked with blind and visually impaired students, their teachers, and other specialists: including one-on-one teaching, regular classroom teaching, and preparation of adaptive curricula

Newton North High School, Newton, MA, 1994-95

Worked on a one-on-one basis with students with learning disabilities and consulted with their teachers to develop adaptive curricula

Brookline High School, Brookline, MA, 1992-93

Taught heterogeneous 9th grade world cultures class on Latin America, India, and Africa; directed BHS' participation, involving 13 students, in the Secondary School Simulation Project, Education for Public Inquiry and International Citizenship (EPIIC), at Tufts University; advised Model United Nations Club; worked as Permanent Substitute, primarily in Social Studies and English Departments

Boston Partners in Education, Boston, MA

Tutored students U.S. history, Snowdon International High School, Boston, MA, 1994

Assisted in 11th grade English class, English High School, Jamaica Plain, MA, 1992

Newton North High School, Newton, MA, 1991: Practicum

Taught two heterogeneous 9th grade world history classes that focused on Ancient Greece and World Religions and one 12th grade AP European history class that covered early modern Europe 

Art Institute of Boston, Boston, MA, 1990-94, University of Massachusetts at Boston, 1992-93, & Boston College, 1987-92

Taught European, U.S., and world history courses at different levels 

Office of the Dean, College of Arts and Sciences, Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA, 1991-92

Advised students about academic issues and problems; wrote recommendation letters for transfer students; and developed, administered, and analyzed a survey of the academic advising system 
Boston College, 1981-84 & 1985-87

Led weekly undergraduate discussion sections in European history

German-French School, Freiburg, Germany, 1979

Taught two binational English classes: 7th and 8th grade

Recent History Education/Education Publications

Contributor, World History for Us All: http://worldhistoryforusall.sdsu.edu/, 2011 – Present.
Contributor, The Center for Learning’s Advanced Placement U.S History Books, 2008 – Present.
Editor, Pioneering New Classroom Approaches, and Regular Contributor, World History Connected: http://worldhistoryconnected.press.uiuc.edu/, 2006 – Present.
Author, “Free and Unfree Agrarian Workers: Peasants and Slaves, 1550-175” & “Decolonization: 
Struggle for National Identities, 1900-2001” AP World History units, 2001:
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/teachers_corner/30771.html 
"Annotated Sources for Teaching about Postwar Germany and the Origins of the Cold War" in 
The Social Studies, 88:4, July/August 1997.
Contributor, Accommodating Learning Style Differences in Elementary Classrooms by Harvey 

Pressman and Peter Dublin Fort Worth: Harcourt Brace, 1995.


Recent History Education Conference and Workshop Papers
Participant, “The War in 1812 in World History” at the New England History Teachers Association and the American Antiquarian Society Meeting, Worcester, MA, October 2012

Co-Facilitator, “Teacher Focus Group Luncheon” at the World History Association Conference, Albuquerque, New Mexico, June 2012

Roundtable Participant, “Non-Traditional Careers in World History” at the World History Association Conference, Albuquerque, New Mexico, June 2012

Roundtable Participant, “Ideas for Student Involvement: Individual Versus Group Projects” at the New England Regional World History Association Symposium, Salem, MA, November 2011

Co-Presenter, “Response to Challenges: Using Discussion to Teach about China at the Secondary Level” at the World History Association Conference, Beijing, China, July 2011 
Roundtable Participant, “Do Dates Matter” A Roundtable about Teaching Chronology in World History” at the World History Association Conference, Beijing, China, July 2011
Presenter, “Interactive Strategies to Assist Tenth Graders to Understand the Impact of Gender on Peoples’ Lives” at the World History Association Conference, San Diego, June 2010

Co-Presenter, “Missionaries of Liberation: Beijing, Berlin, and Mexico City, 1968 and 1989” at 

the World History Association Conference, Salem, MA, June 2009

Facilitator, Spring Seminar Series for the Wellesley Public Schools Social Studies Department, 


Wellesley, MA, Spring 2009
Presenter, “Revolutions of 1968: Ushering in a Better World of Transnational Connections?  A 


Look at Mexico City, New York, Paris and Prague” at National Council for History 


Education’s Revolutions in History, Boston, MA, March 2009

Presenter, “The Clash Over Food in Europe: Who is in Control in France and Germany?” at “Big 
Macs” Attacks”: Using McDonald’s to Teach Globalization:  Pre-Day Workshop; also Co-Organizer of Workshop Day, at the Northeast Regional Conference on the Social Studies (NERC), Boston, MA, 2006
Co-Presenter, “Doing Demography:  Global Migration Trends” at NERC, Boston, MA, March
2006
Co-Presenter, “Cotton Clothing and Choices: Medieval West Africa and Central America, India in 
the 19th century and 21st century Southeast Asia”: Pre-Day Workshop; also Co-Organizer of Workshop Day,  at NERC, Boston, March 2005
Co-Presenter, “Transforming Lives: Changes in Labor in East Germany, West Germany, and the 
Soviet Union” at the World History Symposium, Northeastern University, Boston, MA 2001

Co-Presenter, two workshops: 14th century European and Japanese Middle Ages primary source
materials and 20th century geographic issues in Eastern European countries, World History Symposium, Northeastern University, Boston, MA, May 2000.

Co-Presenter, “Theme-Based Syllabi, Units, and Lessons in World History Courses”, NERC , New 
Haven, CT, March 2000.

Co-Presenter, two workshops: on 15th century Italian and North African connections and on 19th 
century British and Chinese relations, World History Symposium, Northeastern University, 
Boston, MA, May 1999

Co-Presenter, "Kilian's Chronicle and Encounters in the 10th Century: Vikings, Irish and 

Woodland Native Americans" at NERC, Hartford, CT, March 1996.

Co-Presenter, "Multicultural Voices from the Old West: A New Look at 1840-1920" at NERC, 

Boston, MA, March 1995.

Presenter, "National Standards Projects in Civics, Geography, History, and the Social Studies: An
 
Overview" to the Cambridge Public Schools, Cambridge, MA, December 1994.


Grants and Awards
Recipient/Summer Scholar, National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) Summer Institute Grant: “Social Movements in Modern America: Labor, Civil Rights, and Feminism” Bloomington, Indiana, July 2010

Program Associate, World History Center, Northeastern University; numerous grants to fund 

projects, 1999-2001

Curriculum Specialist/Staff Liaison, A History for All: Studies in African-American Intellectual and Democratic Leadership, Primary Source, National Endowment for the Humanities multi-year grant, 1998

Research Associate, Preparation of the Curriculum Guide for Kilian’s Chronicle, Faculty Incentive Grant, Boston College, 1995 

Brookline High School Staff Development Council Grant, Director, Former Yugoslavia 



Research/Curriculum Project (with 3 other teachers), Brookline, MA, 1993

Federal (Chapter 2) Block Grant for Collaborative Projects matched by Brookline High School and 

the Parent-Teacher Organization for directing BHS' participation in the EPIIC program, 
1993

Teaching Excellence Award, Boston College, 1986-87

Dissertation Fellowships, Boston College, 1986

Fulbright Scholar, Dortmund/Hagen, West Germany, 1984-85

Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst, DAAD (German Academic Exchange Service), Short 

Term Research Grant, West Germany, 1983 
Professional Memberships
National Council for History Education

National Council for the Social Studies
New England History Teachers Association 

Northeast Regional World History Association (WHA’s local affiliate), Vice President 
World History Association; Chair, Teaching Committee; Member, Executive Council, as of January 2013
